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The National Hockey League Players’ Association (NHLPA) and National Hockey League
(NHL®) today announced multi-year trading card license agreements with Panini America and
The Upper Deck Company.

  

“The NHLPA is excited to renew our long-term partnership with Upper Deck and to welcome
Panini into the hockey trading card marketplace,” said Adam Larry, NHLPA Director of
Licensing.  “We look forward to working with both of these companies to provide quality NHL
player products and exciting new choices for fans and collectors of all ages.”

  

“Having considered the input from all stakeholders, we have concluded that a semi-exclusive
model would bring customer choice, revive legacy brands and add new and innovative products
and marketing initiatives that appeal to all consumer segments,” said Dave McCarthy, Vice
President of Integrated Marketing, NHL.

  

“Upper Deck is very pleased to continue its 20-year trading card partnership with the NHLPA
and the NHL,” said Richard McWilliam, Upper Deck’s Founder and CEO. “Since 2005, through
its exclusive partnership with the NHLPA and the NHL, Upper Deck has taken the category and
Upper Deck’s hockey brands to unimaginable levels. For the past 20 years, Upper Deck has
been the only licensed company consistently producing NHL trading cards. We will continue to
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deliver high-end excitement and innovation and I am happy to say, our best is yet to come.”

  

“Panini is delighted to be extending its partnership with both the NHLPA and NHL to produce
trading cards; this further establishes Panini’s strategy to rapidly become the most
comprehensive publisher of trading cards domestically and enhance the presence of North
American sports,” said Mark Warsop, CEO Panini America, Inc. “We are extremely excited
about growing hockey trading card sales through our extensive marketing programs, and by
bringing back heritage brands such as Zenith, Score and Crown Royale.”

  

For Upper Deck, this announcement marks a new chapter in a 20-year partnership with the NHL
and the NHLPA, one that saw Upper Deck operate as the exclusive NHL player trading card
manufacturer since the 2005-06 NHL season. For Panini, it means the introduction to hockey of
new brands such as Adrenalyn and Certified, and the return to the hockey market of some
hobby favourites issued under previous Donruss, Score, Pinnacle and Pacific licenses.

  

The 2010-11 NHL trading card season is scheduled to launch this August with the release of
Victory from Upper Deck, while Panini has tentatively marked Score as its first release under
the new license.

  

Source: NHL, NHLPA
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  OTHER NEWS FROM THE BUSINESS OF SPORTS                  NETWORK

  

(SPORTS BASH)

    
    -  Peter    Gammons, Matt Kemp, Alyssa Milano, Ken Rosenthal, Others Lending Support   
for Autism Awareness   

  

(THE BIZ OF FOOTBALL)

    
    -   McCloughan Out as 49ers GM   
    -   NFL Approves OT Changes for Postseason   
    -   NFL's Performance-Based Pay Information Outlines Labor PR Battle   
    -   NFL Performance-Based Pay Approx. $109.5 Million For 2009   
    -   Potential NFL Investment in UFL Could Result in Significant Labor  Consequences   

  

(THE BIZ OF BASEBALL)

    

    
    -   On 45th Anniversary of Name Change, Astros to Wear Special Uniforms   
    -   One Year Ago Today, Baseball Scribe John Brattain Passes Away   
    -   Tribe adds "Indians FanCave" to Progressive Field   
    -   How Tom Hicks Became the Most Hated Man in Baseball   
    -   The Biz of Baseball Adds MLB Club Affiliation Info to Minor League  Attendance
Database   
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Maury Brown is the Founder and President of the  Business of Sports              Network , which
includes The Biz of Baseball, The Biz of     Football,          The Biz of Basketball and The Biz of
Hockey. 
He 
is available as a freelance writer
.
Brown's full bio is here.
He looks forward to your comments via              email and can be 
contacted              through the Business of Sports Network
.

  

Follow Maury Brown on Twitter 

  

Follow The Biz of Hockey on              Twitter

  

Follow the              Business of Sports Network on Facebook
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