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USA Today is reporting  that U.S. viewership of the 2010 NHL playoffs is up a whopping 24
percent, making the number the largest average audience in the past 10 years. In addition, the
NHL noted that corporate sponsorship is up 20 percent and that ad spending on NHL media
increased by 37 percent over last season.

  

The first round of the 2010 playoffs have seen some compelling games and apparently the
viewers across North American have taken notice. “The first round of the playoffs was dramatic
and exciting, and our passionate fans consumed the game on television, online and in arena in
a big way,” said NHL Chief Operating Officer John Collins . “Fans are enjoying the playoffs and
we are now uniquely positioned to engage and serve them in ways we never have before,
especially through our digital platforms.”

  

TSN viewership exhibited the greatest gains in comparison to last year, averaging 1.07 million
viewers for the first round of the playoffs. This is an 89 percent increase over 2009. The positive
news was not limited to television. Over 17 million unique visitors logged onto NHL.com in April,
thus becoming the most-trafficked month in the history of NHL.com.

  

Although these robust ratings and revenues are encouraging, the NHL is hoping that the early
departure of the Washington Capitals and the Phoenix Coyotes from the 2010 playoffs will not
slow down this year’s encouraging ratings.

  

The loss of the Caps hurts. Washington D.C. is reasserting itself as a major hockey television
market due to the exciting play of young players like Alexander Ovechkin, Nicklas Backstrom
and Semyon Varlamov.

 1 / 3

http://www.usatoday.com/sports/hockey/nhl/2010-04-30-3776567903_x.htm
http://www.nhl.com/ice/news.htm?id=527695
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The Coyotes are the feel-good story of the 2009-2010 season. The franchise, a symbol of the
NHL’s attempts at growing the game by bringing hockey to non-traditional markets, has seldom
been competitive since relocating from Winnipeg to Arizona. The team’s turnaround this year
was unforeseeable, as almost one year ago the franchise was concluding another subpar
season and on the brink of filing for bankruptcy protection. Now the team has a new owner, the
NHL, and is poised to challenge the Western Conference elite for supremacy.

  

  

OTHER NEWS FROM THE BUSINESS OF SPORTS  NETWORK

  

(THE BIZ OF BASEBALL)

    
    -  Kobritz: Politics Meets Baseball - The AZ  Immigration Law

  
    -  Take  the Yardbarker Survey, Enter for Chance to Win $100 AmEx Gift Card

  
    -  MLB  Could Seize Control of Texas Rangers As Early As This Week

  
    -  LWIB:  Retro Ballpark Era Nearing Its End, Ticket Price Integrity, Tidbits

  
    -  Could  Players Boycott Arizona Fall League Over Immigration Law?

  
    -  Dodgers  Minor Leaguer Lambo Suspended 50 Games for "Drug of Abuse"

  
    -  Brown:  TV Blackout Issue Shows MLB Has Given Up on Most Loyal Fans

  
    -  Bob  Uecker Has Successful Heart Surgery

  
    -  Union  for MLB Players Considers Action on AZ Immigration Law

  
    -  Carpenter,  Pujols & Wainwright to Receive Players Choice Awards
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http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4341:kobritz-politics-meets-baseball-the-az-immigration-law&catid=68:jordan-kobritz&Itemid=156
http://www.bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4339:take-the-yardbarker-survey-enter-for-chance-to-win-100-amex-gift-card&catid=43:bsn-news&Itemid=114
http://www.bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4338:mlb-could-seize-control-of-texas-rangers-as-early-as-this-week&catid=70:mlb-club-sales&Itemid=157
http://www.bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4337:lwib-retro-ballpark-era-nearing-its-end-ticket-price-integrity-tidbits&catid=67:pete-toms&Itemid=155
http://www.bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4335:could-players-boycott-arizona-fall-league-over-immigration-law&catid=26:editorials&Itemid=39
http://www.bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4334:dodgers-minorer-leaguer-lambo-suspended-50-gms-for-qdrug-of-abuseq&catid=19:latest-milb-news&Itemid=34
http://www.bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4333:brown-tv-blackout-issue-shows-mlb-has-given-up-on-most-loyal-fans&catid=26:editorials&Itemid=39
http://www.bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4332:bob-uecker-has-successful-heart-surgery&catid=58:radio&Itemid=123
http://www.bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4331:union-for-mlb-players-considers-legal-action-on-az-immigration-law&catid=30:mlb-news&Itemid=42
http://www.bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4330:carpenter-pujols-a-wainwright-to-receive-players-choice-awards&catid=30:mlb-news&Itemid=42
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Jeff  Levine is a staff member of the  Business of Sports   Network , which includes The Biz ofBaseball, The Biz of Football,   The Biz of Basketball and The Biz of Hockey. He is a sportsattorney,   and the Executive Director of One Sports and Entertainment,   International.      Follow The Biz of Football  on  Twitter
    
Follow the  Business of  Sports Network on Facebook   
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http://www.businessofsportsnetwork.com/
http://twitter.com/BizofFootball
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/pages/Business-of-Sports-Network/123081931140?ref=nf

