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The 2009 NHL Entry Draft came and went last week.  Overall, the event lacked any real drama. 
However, Friday’s fist round had a good amount of action, as it featured both a blockbuster
trade and finally unveiled to the world which can’t miss player the New York Islanders were
going to anchor their rebuilding efforts around: John Tavares .

Held at the Bell Centre, home of the Montreal Canadians, the first day’s action included future
hall of fame defenseman Chris Pronger  and his hefty contract being moved from the Anaheim
Ducks to the Philadelphia Flyers in exchange for a package that included top six forward 
Joffrey Lupul
and several first round draft picks.

Flyers fans will love Pronger’s bruising style of play and on ice leadership while the Ducks
receive a major player in Lupul as well as several chips the now rebuilding franchise can use to
quickly rebound into a contender.  FYI, this is the second time Lupul has been traded for Chris
Pronger, first time being when Lupul (then a member of the Ducks) was involved in the package
that brought Pronger from Edmonton to Anaheim.

Not lost in all of this is the decision by the Islanders to choose flash and scoring over stay at
home defensive reliability.  In choosing to a draft mega prospect in Tavares, the Islanders will
get scoring help that the struggling franchise desperately needs, seeing that a defenseman led
the team in points this past season ( Mark Streit ).
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j5_8WtHn0nE
http://sports.espn.go.com/nhl/players/profile?playerId=745
http://sports.espn.go.com/nhl/players/profile?playerId=1958
http://sports.espn.go.com/nhl/players/profile?playerId=3256


Islanders Make Tavares First Pick, Choose Flash and Scoring to Regain Fans

Written by Jeff Levine
Friday, 03 July 2009 15:56

One of the alternatives that GM Garth Snow was considering in drafting number one was Victo
r Hedman
, the towering Swedish defenseman and top rated European prospect coming into the 2009
draft.  Going with Tavares brings instant name recognition to New York, a major hockey market,
and will instantly pay dividend because more goals will translate into more fans in the seats of
the aging Nassau Coliseum.  Tavares has been touted as a future first overall pick since 2004,
so even if he does not light the lamp right out the gate, fans will still come to games, and
Tavares has been groomed to handle the spotlight, which he most certainly will face in New
York.

Now the arduous task for Snow and company is to reverse the tremendous LA Clippers-like
curse  that has
befallen the once proud New   York franchise.  Only time will tell if Tavares is the real deal;
however if he lives up to half as much of the hype he should be a serviceable NHL player for a
few years.

The larger issue here is whether Tavares and the new crop of Islander players (see Kyle
Okposo , 
Jeff Tambellini
and 
Josh Bailey
) can resurrect the franchise and begin the road back toward respectability and profitability. 
Owner Charles Wang has voiced regret in buying the team and is frustrated that the team’s new
arena is nowhere close to breaking ground.  He has also dropped subtle hints that he is 
exploring relocation options
.

A new arena (the Coliseum is one of the oldest venues in the game and lacks the hallmarks of
most modern staida that enable teams to produce millions [i.e. suites, club seating]) is a
necessity if the Islanders are to remain in the Metro New York area and actually make money. 
Regardless of the fact that the Islanders are far from profitable and are probably paying very
close attention to the bankruptcy proceedings playing out in Phoenix, Islanders fans should
rejoice because their franchise has made a good choice, although they really could not had
messed this one up…or could they?  Luckily Mike Millbury was not at the helm for this draft.

MORE NEWS ACROSS THE BUSINESS OF SPORTS NETWORK
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http://www.nhl.com/ice/draftprospectdetail.htm?dpid=5325
http://www.nhl.com/ice/draftprospectdetail.htm?dpid=5325
http://sports.espn.go.com/espn/page2/story?page=simmons/090624&sportCat=nba
http://sports.espn.go.com/espn/page2/story?page=simmons/090624&sportCat=nba
http://islanders.nhl.com/team/app?page=PlayerDetail&playerId=8473449&service=page
http://islanders.nhl.com/team/app?page=PlayerDetail&playerId=8473449&service=page
http://islanders.nhl.com/team/app?page=PlayerDetail&playerId=8470620&service=page
http://islanders.nhl.com/team/app?page=PlayerDetail&playerId=8474573&service=page
https://www.sportsbusinessdaily.com/article/128035
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 (THE BIZ OF BASEBALL)

    -  Record 223.5M Votes From 17.8M Ballots Cast on MLB.com for All-Stars
    -                  MLB.com Releases Mobile App for Palm Pre          
    -                  Rangers May Have Borrowed As Much as $15 Million from MLB to Make
Payroll          
    -                  MLB Round-Up: Latest Trades          
    -                  Costas to Interview Ripken on 70th Anniversary of Gehrig Speech          
    -                  Site Prep Work For New Marlins Stadium Expected Today, Despite Bonding
Shortfall          
    -                  Inside MLB Attendance - Interleague 2009          
    -                  Ken Rosenthal Joins MLB Network, Will Keep FOX Sports Duties          
    -                  MLBAM, Cox, and the San Diego Padres Announce In-Market Deal to Stream
Games Online          
    -                  An Interview with Dr. Harvey Schiller, President of the International Baseball
Federation (IBAF)          

(THE BIZ OF BASKETBALL)

    -                  Taco Bell Named as NBA's Official Quick Service Restaurant          
    -                  Round Up: The Latest on Gordon, Randolph, and Kidd          
    -                  Nike Releases Limited Edition "Transformers" Basketball Shoes          
    -                  NBA Round Up: Carter Dealt to Magic, Hawks Land Crawford          
    -                  David Kahn and the T'Wolves Play High-Stakes Poker By Opening with a Pair
of Point Guards          

(THE BIZ OF FOOTBALL)

    -                  Podcast: Jeff Levine on Papa Joe Chevalier's Show - NFL Anti-Trust Case         

    -                  High Court to Hear NFL Antitrust Case, Could Lead to Huge Victory for League
        
    -                  NFL Petitions Supreme Court to hear Antitrust Case          
    -                  Goodell Continues to Flex Disciplinarian Muscles, No Union Challenge of
Actions          

(BUSINESSOFSPORTSNETWORK.COM)

    -  A Broad Ranging Conversation on Sports Business with Maury Brown and TIm Lemke

 3 / 4

http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3377:record-2235m-votes-from-178m-ballots-cast-on-mlbcom-for-all-star&catid=60:internet&Itemid=125
http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3376:mlbcom-releases-mobile-app-for-palm-pre&catid=65:mobile-devices&Itemid=151
http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3375:rangers-may-have-borrowed-as-much-as-15-million-from-mlb-to-make-payroll&catid=30:mlb-news&Itemid=42
http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3375:rangers-may-have-borrowed-as-much-as-15-million-from-mlb-to-make-payroll&catid=30:mlb-news&Itemid=42
http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3373:mlb-round-up-derosa-morgan-a-hinske&catid=66:free-agency-and-trades&Itemid=153
http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3372:costas-to-interview-ripken-on-70th-anniversary-of-gehrig-speech&catid=48:ei-mlb-network&Itemid=82
http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3371:site-prep-work-for-new-marlins-stadium-expected-today-despite-bonding-shortfall&catid=41:facility-news&Itemid=56
http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3371:site-prep-work-for-new-marlins-stadium-expected-today-despite-bonding-shortfall&catid=41:facility-news&Itemid=56
http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3370:inside-mlb-attendance-interleague-2009&catid=56:ticket-watch&Itemid=136
http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3369:ken-rosenthal-joins-mlb-network-will-keep-fox-sports-duties&catid=48:ei-mlb-network&Itemid=82
http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3368:mlbam-cox-and-the-san-diego-padres-announce-in-market-deal-to-stream-games-online&catid=60:internet&Itemid=125
http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3368:mlbam-cox-and-the-san-diego-padres-announce-in-market-deal-to-stream-games-online&catid=60:internet&Itemid=125
http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3367:an-interview-with-dr-harvey-schiller-president-of-the-international-baseball-federation-ibaf&catid=15:biz-of-baseball&Itemid=81
http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3367:an-interview-with-dr-harvey-schiller-president-of-the-international-baseball-federation-ibaf&catid=15:biz-of-baseball&Itemid=81
http://bizofbasketball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=645:taco-bell-named-as-nbas-official-quick-service-restaurant&catid=34:nba-news&Itemid=54
http://bizofbasketball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=644:round-up-the-latest-on-gordon-randolph-and-kidd&catid=40:trades-a-signings&Itemid=55
http://bizofbasketball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=643:nike-releases-limited-edition-qtransformersq-basketball-shoes&catid=55:shoes-and-apparel&Itemid=69
http://bizofbasketball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=642:nba-round-up-carter-dealt-to-magic-hawks-land-crawford&catid=40:trades-a-signings&Itemid=55
http://bizofbasketball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=641:david-kahn-and-the-twolves-play-high-stakes-poker-by-opening-with-a-pair-of-guards&catid=42:articles-a-opinion&Itemid=57
http://bizofbasketball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=641:david-kahn-and-the-twolves-play-high-stakes-poker-by-opening-with-a-pair-of-guards&catid=42:articles-a-opinion&Itemid=57
http://bizoffootball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=462:podcast-jeff-levine-on-papa-joe-chevaliers-show-nfl-anti-trust-case&catid=47:bsn-news&Itemid=68
http://bizoffootball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=461:high-court-to-hear-nfl-antitrust-case-could-lead-to-huge-victory-for-league&catid=34:nfl-news&Itemid=53
http://bizoffootball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=460:nfl-petitions-supreme-court-to-hear-antirust-case&catid=34:nfl-news&Itemid=53
http://bizoffootball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=459:goodell-continues-to-flex-disciplinarian-muscles-no-union-challenge-of-actions-&catid=44:articles-and-opinion&Itemid=61
http://bizoffootball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=459:goodell-continues-to-flex-disciplinarian-muscles-no-union-challenge-of-actions-&catid=44:articles-and-opinion&Itemid=61
http://businessofsportsnetwork.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=35:a-broad-ranging-conversation-on-sports-business-with-maury-brown-and-tim-lemke&catid=15:business-of-sports-network-news
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Jeff Levine is a staff member of the  Business of Sports Network , which includes The Biz of
Baseball, The Biz of Football, The Biz of Basketball and The Biz of Hockey. He is a sports
attorney, and the Executive Director of One Sports and Entertainment, International.  He can be
reached at    jflevine@OneS
portsInt.com

Follow the Business of Sports Network on Twitter
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http://www.businessofsportsnetwork.com/
mailto:jflevine@OneSportsInt.com
mailto:jflevine@OneSportsInt.com
http://twitter.com/BizballMaury

