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Though the biggest free agent on the NHL market may be the Phoenix Coyotes, a few aged
stars still remain up for grabs.  The list of wily vets looking for jobs includes Robert Lang,
Miroslav Satan, Michael Peca, Mats Sundin, Darryl Sydor, Manny Legace
and 
Manny Fernandez
.  No matter where these free agents land, it won’t affect winners and losers of the NHL
off-season.  Here are the five teams who will benefit most from their free agent signings:

  

Montreal Canadiens:

  

Montreal only had a plus-two goal differential, this off-season the goal to widen the gap.  They
signed speedsters Michael Cammalleri and Brian Gionta, who combined to score 142 points
last season.  The two mini-wingers (both under 5-foot-9) will make up for the loss of aging
wingers Saku Koivu, Alex Tanguay and Alex Kovalev.  The Habs also add a power play threat
in defenseman Jaroslav Spacek, who had 18 power play assists last season.

  

New York Rangers:

  

The Rangers appear to be off-season winners every year, but always fail to put the pieces
together.  This summer the Rangers kept their core, but added role players.  Enforcer Donald
Brashear, who signed a 2-year deal, will bring some much needed experience and grit.  Ales
Kotalik scored 43 points in 75 games last season.  He’s a solid second or third line winger with
size (6-2, 225 lbs.) and finesse.  The most important signing may be veteran Vaclav Prospal,
who is projected to be the first line center.  Prospal only managed 45 points last season, but
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had 80 in 05-06 when the Lightning were stuffed with stars as the Rangers are now.

  

The Rangers did add a star in right winger Marian Gaborik.  He spent most of last season
injured, but in 07-08 he had 83 points and has the potential to be a 50 goal scorer.  The
Rangers ranked 26th in goals for, they will need Gaborik’s production to turn that around.

  

Detroit Red Wings:

  

The Red Wings lost a pair of wingers to the Chicago Blackhawks, but added toughness with
Jason Williams and Todd Bertuzzi.  Detroit can afford to sacrifice goal scoring, they led the
league in goals for, power play percentage but were 25th in penalty kill.  Bertuzzi and Williams
should both participate on, and improve the PK.

  

Minnesota Wild:

  

The Wild were kings of the 1-0 game last season, finishing 22nd in goals for and second in goals
against.  This off-season they focused on the GF category signing former playoff heroes Martin
Havlat and Petr Sykora.  Havlat put up 77 points in 81 games and Sykora scored 13 power play
goals last season with 10 game winners.  The two will try to make up for the loss of Marian
Gaborik.

  

Toronto Maple Leafs:

  

The Leafs allowed almost 300 goals last season, this off-season they signed 6-foot-4 243 lbs.
defenseman  Mike Komisarek to protect the front of the net and former Ranger Colton Orr as an
enforcer.  The Leafs also signed center Phil Kessel to a five-year deal.  Kessel scored 60 points
last season with a plus-23 plus-minus ratio.  The Leafs were 10th in the league in scoring last
year, Kessel’s presence can’t hurt.
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OTHER NEWS FROM THE BUSINESS OF SPORTS NETWORK

  

(THE BIZ OF FOOTBALL)

    
    -  Verizon FiOS Offering "NFL RedZone" for Free on Oct. 4   
    -  "Lagasse's Stadium" Design Sets New Standard for Food and Sports Experience   
    -  Raiders and Lions to Be Blacked Out in Week 3   
    -  Favre: "I just think it’s wrong" on Fine   
    -  Record 34.8 Million Watch Giants-Cowboys Game on Monday Night Football   
    -  Interview with Dave Sims, Broadcaster for Westwood One, and the Seattle Mariners   
    -  Do Networks Make, or Lose Money Broadcasting the NFL?   
    -  How Much Do NFL Teams Contribute to Political Parties?   

  

(THE BIZ OF BASEBALL)

    
    -  Fenway Sports Group Enters Partnership with Athletes' Performance   
    -  A Look Inside the Sale of the Texas Rangers   
    -  LWIB: The Pirates and the Revenue-Sharing Debate, Cubs "Non-Sale Sale", Local
ESPN.coms and MLB Local Digital Rights   
    -  Upcoming Biz of Baseball Interview: Emeril Lagasse   
    -  5 Things to Consider Heading Into the MLB Playoffs   
    -  Nationals Lower Much of Their 2010 Ticket Prices   
    -  New Era Releases Limited Edition Spike Lee Cap   
    -  With Extension Talk, How Pujols Stacks Up Against Other Stars   
    -  Bankruptcy Court Approves Sale of Chicago Cubs   
    -  While Nationals See Attendance Decline, Not Worst for New Stadium   

  

(THE BIZ OF BASKETBALL)

    
    -  ESPN and NBA Digital Team Up for ESPN NBA.com Fantasy Basketball   
    -  Ratner Reaches Agreement With Russian Tycoon for Sale of Nets   
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http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=3563:bankruptcy-court-approves-sale-of-chicago-cubs&amp;catid=70:mlb-club-sales&amp;Itemid=157
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http://bizofbasketball.com/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=717:ratner-reaches-agreement-with-russian-tycoon-for-sale-of-nets&amp;catid=34:nba-news&amp;Itemid=54
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Matthew Coller is a staff member of the Business of Sports Network. He can be followed on
Twitter

  

Follow The Biz of Hockey on Twitter

  

Follow the Business of Sports Network on Facebook
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