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The Eastern Conference leading New Jersey Devils have, weeks before the trade deadline,
already become its biggest winner. USA Today via NHL.com  is reporting that the Devils have
won the Race for the Russian, star forward 
Ilya Kovalchuk
of the Atlanta Thrashers. The terms of the deal have yet to be released.

  

Kovalchuk and defenseman Anssi Salmela were sent to New Jersey in exchage for Johnny
Oduya, Niclas Bergfors, Patrice Cormier and a first-round pick.  Cormier, once considered a top
prospect, was suspended for the rest of the season by the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League
for a viscous elbow to the head of another player.  Also, the two teams swapped second-round
picks in 2010.

  

Kovalchuk, 26, who has scored more goals than any other forward since 2001, reportedly
turned down a nine-digit offer
to stay with the Atlanta Thrashers, electing to be dealt.  The winger had previously been
involved in rumors every where from L.A. to Boston to New York, but has landed in the Garden
State.  This season, Kovalchuk has 31 goals and 27 assists including 19 power play points.
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http://www.nhl.com/ice/news.htm?id=515802
http://sports.yahoo.com/nhl/players/2944
http://www.sportsnet.ca/hockey/2010/02/04/kovalchuk_offer/
http://www.sportsnet.ca/hockey/2010/02/04/kovalchuk_offer/
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(THE BIZ OF BASEBALL)

    
    -   MLB on FOX Games In Prime-Time Leave Unanswered  Questions Regarding 
Blackouts   
    -   Justin Verlander's 5-yr, $80M Deal with Detroit is  Official   
    -   STATS Becomes Official Real-Time Data Distributor for  MLB Advanced  Media   
    -   Verlander, Tigers Agree on 5-yr, $80M Deal Avoiding  Arbitration   
    -   Cubs Sign Carlos Marmol to 1-yr, $2.125M Deal to Avoid  Arbitration   
    -   MLB on FOX  Unveils 2010 Broadcast Schedule, Includes    Two Games in  Prime-Time
 
    -   Mariners Agree on 1-yr, $3.5175M Deal with Casey    Kotchman Avoiding  Arbitration   
    -   Anatomy of an MLB Salary Arbitration Hearing   
    -   Source: Creditor Meeting Over Rangers Sale    "Unremarkable"   
    -   Padres Avoid Arbitration with Scott Hairston Agreeing    on 1-yr,  $2.45M Deal   
    -  While     Creditors Unhappy with Arrangement, Expect Sale of Texas Rangers to    
Greenberg to Proceed   
    -  MLB     Properties Files Suit Against Upper Deck for Using Trademarks  Without  a  
License   
    -  Transaction     Action: Mora, Garko, Cabrera, Gross, Miles, Rosales, Tavares and  More   
    -  Potential     Sale of the Astros a Case of Opportunity for McLane   
    -  LWIB:     Salary Cap in MLB, Reforming the Draft, Biz Tidbits   
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http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4063:mlb-on-fox-games-in-primetime-leave-unanswered-questions-regarding-blackouts&catid=57:television&Itemid=122
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http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4058:mlb-on-fox-unveils-2010-broadcast-schedule-includes-two-games-in-prime-time&catid=57:television&Itemid=122
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http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4055:source-creditor-meeting-over-rangers-sale-qunremarkableq&catid=70:mlb-club-sales&Itemid=157
http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4054:padres-avoid-arbitration-with-scott-hairston-agreeing-on-1-yr-245m-deal&catid=66:free-agency-and-trades&Itemid=153
http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4053:while-creditors-unhappy-with-arrangement-expect-sale-of-texas-rangers-to-greenberg-to-proceed&catid=70:mlb-club-sales&Itemid=157
http://bizofbaseball.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4053:while-creditors-unhappy-with-arrangement-expect-sale-of-texas-rangers-to-greenberg-to-proceed&catid=70:mlb-club-sales&Itemid=157
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    -  2010     Projected Player Salaries - Los Angeles Dodgers   

  

  

  

Matthew Coller is a  staff member of the Business of Sports Network, and is a freelance  writer.
He can be followed on  Twitter

      

Follow The Biz of Hockey on  Twitter

    
Follow the  Business of Sports Network on Facebook   
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